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s a tropical country Ghana has 
been fortunate enough to have Abeen richly endowed with 

natural forests, but over several 
decades the original forest area has 
been rapidly dwindling due largely to 
improper use of forest resources such 
as illegal chain saw milling.

According to the Executive Director 
of Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII), 
Vitus Azeem, illegal chainsaw milling 
across the country accounts for over 
84 per cent of Ghana’s lumber supply 
annually with an estimated volume of 
497,000 cubic metres and a market 
value of over $200 million. 

Speaking at the launch of GII’s new 
project, REDD+ IN, late August, 
Azeem pointed out that total forest 
cover, which stood at 8.2 million 
hectares at the turn of the 20th century, 
has decreased to 1.6 million hectares. 
The current rate of deforestation in the 
country, he noted, is estimated to be 
about 65,000 hectares per annum of 
which one of the major causes is 
illegal chainsaw milling.

Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
Governance and Finance Integrity for 
Africa, is an EU-financed project and 
was proposed under the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). It is a mechanism 
which is aimed at providing incentives 
to reduce emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation 
in developing countries, as well as the 
conservation of forest carbon stocks, 

sustainable management of forests, 
and enhancement of forest carbon 
stocks.

It is observed that the chainsaw 
activities significantly contribute to 
deforestation in the country which if 
not tackled with the seriousness that it 
deserves could spell doom for the 
country.

Transparency International, the  
global anti-corruption group received 
funding for the three-year project to be 
implemented by seven of its national 
chapters in Africa – including 
Cameroon, Ghana, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe. Others African countries 
to benefit from the project will be the 
Congo Basin, Central African 
Republic and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

REDD+ governance and finance 
integrity in Africa project has an 
overall objective to improve anti-
corruption policy and practice in 
REDD+ finance and governance in 
Ghana. 

Specifically the project seeks to 
among others: 
?strengthen citizens’ engagement to 
increase the demand for transparency, 
accountability in REDD+ governance 
and finance policy development and 
monitoring;

?empower potential victims and 
witnesses of corruption and fraud in 
REDD+ actions (including land 
acquisitions) to pursue their 
corruption-related complaints;

GII moves into Climate 
change with REDD+ IN

Key note speakers:(from left to right) Mr. Kwame Agyei of the Forestry Commission, 
Christopher Ackon, a representative of European Union (EU) delegation in Ghana, Moses 
Kwame Gyasi, the board chair of GII, Dr. Rebecca Asare of Nature Conservation Research 

Centre (NCRC) /Forest Trends and Mr. Vitus Azeem, Executive Director of GII.
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